Role of the coagulation/fibrinolysis system in fibrin-associated glomerular injury.
In the past decade, numerous experimental studies of genetically engineered mice have confirmed the involvement of the coagulation/fibrinolysis system during glomerular inflammation and repair, revealing many unexpected biologic effects far beyond fibrin formation and clearance. Resident glomerular cells and macrophages seem to act in concert to ensure the long-term consolidation of local injury and progression toward glomerulosclerosis. These recent advances will probably pave the way to a new therapeutic approach to renal diseases. However, the balance governing glomerular permeability is very delicate, and many issues will have to be dealt with before targeting this system.